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Leavenworth, July 15, 1857. 
=I have learned that- a considerable 
number of the citizens of Lawrence, n 
this Territory, have adopted, as they 
claim, by a popular vote, a charter for 
their local Government. A copy of that 
charter has been placed im my hands; 
. upon éomparing which with that granted 
” Sy ibe PeritorialLiegistature, last winter, 
I find that they differ intentionally in 
many essenual particulars. The new 
charter, then, is set up, not only without 
any authority of law, but in direct and 
open defiance of an act of the Territorial 
Legisiature on the same subject. 
On this point your Committee, whose 
views have been adopted by you, make 
the following statement: 


“Under ordinary circumstances the 
more regular method of proceeding would 
be to obtain a charter trom the errito- 
nal authorities. Asthe Territorial Gov- 
ernment, however, i no sense represents 
the people of Kansas, was not elected by 
them, and can have no right to legislate 
for them, we cannot accept of a charter at 
its bands. And, as the State Govern- 
ment has not, as yet, deemed it advisable 
to proceed to the organization of local 
and municipal governments, we cannot 
obtain a charter tromit. There 1s, there- 
fore, left us only the alternanve of a 
charter springing directly from the peo- 
ple, or a continuance in our present up- 
organized condition. 

Under these circumstances, you have 
seen fit to instruct usto present a charter, 
having discussed its provisions in a pre- 
liminary assemblage, and now propose 
to submit-it to a tull vote of the people 
for approval or rejection.” 


It will be perceived that the authority 
of the Territorial Government 1s here 
distinctly denied, and whilst that of the 
so-called State government 1s acknowl, 
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government has, in itself, no legal exist- 
ence or authority, yet you asked and 
failed to receive a charter from them. 

Under these circumstances you have 
preceeded to establish a government for 
the city of Lawrence, in direct defiance 
of the Territorial Government, and de~ 
nying its existence or authority. You 
have granted to this city government the 
authority to elect a Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, City Assessors, Tyeasurer, 
Justices of the Peace, City Marshal, &c. ; 
you have granted to the Mayorand Board 
cof Aldermen most extensive powérs, In- 
cluding the right to levy and collect taxes 
upon real and personal property within 
the limits of the city, whether belonging 
to residents or non-residents, and all the 
other powérs usually incident to a city 
government. You have imposed upon 
all these officers the duty of taking an 
oath to support this so-called State con- 
stitution, thus distinctly superseding, so 
far as m your power, the Territorial 
Government created by the Congress of 
the United States. You have caused 
these procepdings to be printed in hand- 
bill form, and have distributed them, as 
I am informed, throughout the Territory, 
with the, view to incite the other cities, 
fowiis‘and Counties öf Kansas to establish 
insurrectionary governments, thereby 
placing ‘the people of this Territory, so 
far as in your power, in open conflict 
with the .Government of the United 
States. 

he more conservative portion of your 
own party having induced your Topeka 
Jegislature toreject the laws urged by you, 
creating municipal governments, you have 
even in defiance of their authority, which 
you profess to acknowledge, proceeded 
to create such a government for Law- 
rence, and are now urging other locali- 
tied to pursue a similar course. Your ev- 
ident purpese is thus to involve the whole 
Territory ix insurrection, and to renew 
the scenes of - bloodshed and civil war. 
Upon you,” then, myst rest all the guilt 
and’ responsibility of this contemplated 
revolution. Sou will be justly chargea- 


ple in Taw and in conscience, with all the 
/.> "5 Blood“that may be shed in this contest 
T 70 É 
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and upon you must fall the punishment: 
You have elected your officers under this 


charter, and instructed them to enter 
upon the immediate discharge of thair 
duties, including the adoption of ordinan- 
ces and the execution thereof, under an 
authority having in itself no legal exist» 
ence, and established in direct defiance 
ef the Gesernment of the United States. 

Fromall these facts, it 1s obvious if you 
are permitted to proceed, and especially 
it your example should be followed as 
urged by you in other places, that for all 
practical purposes 1n many Important par. 
uculars, the Territorial government will 
be overthrown. The charters granted 
by that government for similar purposes 
will be disregarded, and the justices ol 
the peace and other officers acting under 
their authority, will be brought necessa- 
rily into contlictand collision with the 
so-called officers claiming to act uncer 
different authonty. The Termtory will 
thus be involved in inextricable confusion 
and litigation; the value of your proper- 
ty be greatly depreciated; your utes, 
transters, transactions and contracts will 
be subjected to endless and costly disputes 
aud all will suffer from this insurrection, 
except the lawyers who have sumulated 
this movement. A government founded 
on insurrection and usurpation will be 
substituted for that established by the 
autherity of Congress, and civil war will 
be renewed throughout our lumts. it 
your authority to actin this manner for 


the city of Lawrence is permitted, a sim- 
ilar authority must be achnowldged in ev- 


ery other town, city or county, result in 
inevitable and most disastrous conflict, 
and if successful, the Territorial govern. 


"re at" ‘ovehrewn 4a detail; “as is your 


present purpose. 

You were distinctly informed in my in- 
augural address of May last, that the va- 
lidity of the Territorial laws was ac- 
knowledged by the government of the 
United States, and that they must and 
would be carried into execution un- 
der my oath of office and the instructions 
of the President of the United Sates. 
The same information was repeated in 
various addresses made by me through- 
out the Territory. At the same time, ev- 
ery assurance was given you that the 
right of the people of this Territory, un- 
der the forms prescribed by the govern- 
ment of your country, to establish their 
own State government and frame their 
nstitutions, would be acknow i- 
If laws have been 


own social 1 
edged and protected, 
enacted by the Territorial Legislature 
which are disapproved of by a majority of 
the people of the Territory, the mode in 
which they could elect a new Territeral 
Legislature and repeal those laws, was 
also designated. If there are any griev- 
ances of which you have any just night 
ain, the lawful, peaceful manner 
in sub- 


to compl 
in which you could remove them, 
ordination to the government of your 
country, was also pointed out. 

You have, however, chosen to disregard 
the laws of Congress and of the Territo» 
rial govésinmiint. created by it, and wailst 
professing to acknowledge a State gov- 
ernment rejected by Congress, and which 
can therefore now exist only by a success- 
ful rebellion, and exacting from all your 
officers the®perilous and sacrilegious oath 
to support the so-called State Constitution ; 
yet you Have even jn defiance of the sd- 
called State Legislature which refused ta 
grant you a charter, proceeded to create 
a local government of your own, based 
only upox insurrection - and revolution. 
The very cath which you require from 
dll your of Í 
Topeka State Constitution, 
the very-act of putting in operation 4 
charter rejected even by them. " 

A rebellion so iniquitous and necessa- 
rily inivolving such awful consequences, 
has never, before: disgraced. any age or 
country. 3 oe E 

Permit gné, to call-*your attention as 
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States, to the results of your 1evolutiona- 
ry progeedings. You are maugurating 
rebellion and revolution; you are disre- 
carding the laws of Congress and of the 
Territorial government, and defying their 
authority ; you are conspiring to over- 
throw the government ot the United States 
in this Territory. Your pucpose, if cat- 
nied into Sect in the mode dusignated-by 
you, by putting your laws forcibly into ex- 
ecuticn, would involve you in the guilt and 
crime of treason. You stand now, fel 
low-citizens, upon the brink of an awful 
previpice, and n becomes my duty to 
wain you ere you take the fatal leap im- 
to the gulf below. Lf yuur proceediugs 
are not arrested you wil! necessarily 
destroy the peace of this Territory anu 
involve st m all the horrors ot cwil war. 
I warn you, then, before it is too tate. to 
recede from the perilous pusttion ip winch 
you now stand, 

I appeal once more to your reason and 
patriotism. J ask you in the name of our 
common country, in the name of the Con- 
stitutia@n and of the Unicn, to desist from 
this rebellion. {appeal once more to your 
love of couniry, to your regard for ste 
peace, prosperity and reputation, to yeu: 
affecuon for your wives and children, 
and to all those patriotic motives whut 
ought toinfluence American citazens, to 
abandon this contemplated revolution 
It you have wrongs redress them througn 
the peaceful instrumentality of the ballor- 
box, ın the mode prescribed by the laws 
of your country. 

Ap all arguments heretofore so often 
addressed by me to you, have failed as yet 
to produce any effect upon you, } bave 
deensed 1 neaessary for your own salety _ 
Anathi of the Perritary: arid to save yi 
from the perilous consequences -of your 
own acts, under the authority vested ak 
me by the President of the Umted States. © 
to order an adequate force of the troops 
of the United States into your unmediate 
vicinage, to perform the painful duty ot 
arresung your revolutionary proceedings. 
Let me implore you not to compel me to 
appeal to that miliary power which is re- 
quired in the last resort, to protect the 
government of your country. You cau- 
not carry your rebellious purposes inte 
effect without coming into unuvoidable 
and open conflict with the troops and gov- 
ernment of the United States 

Let me adjure you, then, once more, 
to abandon these proceedings before-you 
involve yourselves in ite crime of treason, 
and subject the people of the city of Law- 
rence to all the horrors and calamities ol 
iusurrection and civil war. Tf you wih 
now desist from this projected revolution, 
the past will be forgotten a» far as prac- 
neable , butif you persist in passing these 
laws and carrying them into execution, 
shus defying and superseding the govern- 
ment of your country, the deplorabie con- 
sequences must be upon your heads and 
those of your associates. It will be my 
purpose, if you still persist, to spare all 
bloodshed as far as practicable, and sub- 


ject the leaders and projectors of thus rev- y 


olutiónary movement to the pumshment 
prescribed by the law. . I will accompany 
the iroops to Lawrence with a view to 


prevents possible, any conflict, and in A 


the sınceřę hope that the revolutionary 
movement contemplated by you, and now 
so nearly accomplished, will, ere 1t is.toc 
late, be abandoned by you. 

If you can be influenced by no other 
motives, the evident fact that the power 
of the government is adequate to prevent 
the accomplishment of your purpose, 
should induce you to desist from these 


one support your ‘so-called „proceedings; 
is violated in “= That the same overruling Providence 


.who holds in his bands the destiny of our 
beloved country, may now incline yobr 
hearts tọ-prace, and influence you to 
abandon this fatal enterprise, is ‘the sine 


cere wish of your fellow-citizen, t 
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° Governor of Kansas Territory. 
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